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WELCOME  
TO...

Witness the effects 
of businesses and 

market events

Buckle up, you’re in for a ride. Sharenanigans is a super competitive 
and interactive game, based on the key principles of how to invest in 
shares. Challenge other players to become the wealthiest at the table  
by growing your own portfolio. 

Whilst playing Sharenanigans you will witness the market impact 
of buying and selling shares, the effects of market events, and the 
importance of strategic thinking!

Don’t be fooled, everyone is in it for themselves and whether you nab a 
good deal, or get stumped by a Wolf, it is sure to cause a stir.

Be the first to 
complete the 

goal card

Stitch up 
your mates

basic concept

Four industries  
to buy and sell

CAUTION - Choking Hazard: Game contains small parts.  
Keep out of reach of small children.

Disclaimer: This game is for entertainment purposes only. Do 
not take anything in Sharenanigans as financial advice. We 
recommend seeking more information or professional advice 
before making real life investing decisions.

check out our 
how to play 
video here



Place the Game Board, Share Market Box 
(game box filled with share blocks), money, 
Fat Cat / Wolf cards, and player tokens on 
the table. 

Insert the Market Price Slider 
board into the slot at the back 
of the Share Market Box. 

Assign a Banker and 
a Share Market Broker.

Shuffle the Wolf and Fat Cat cards and place them on 
the relevant spots on the Game Board.

Each player chooses a player token and receives a Portfolio 
Protector. This is to hide your cash and shares during the game.

Lowest roll of the dice chooses the goal card 
for the game. This becomes the aim of the 
game for all players. Place this card in the 
middle of the board. 

Each player receives the cash shown at the 
bottom of the Goal Card, and you set the  
Market Price Sliders to the value shown. 

Everyone starts on the “Market Opens” tile. 
The person who chose the goal card starts.

setup

NOTE: You may not buy or sell shares on your first turn.  
Start the game by rolling the dice and moving your game token, 
to see what market events occur. Fat Cat and Wolf cards can be 
collected. Don’t forget to start buying or selling shares before 
your second turn rolling the dice. Good Luck!

BOX



Taking your turn
- a quick guide

You can make two Actions before rolling.  
One Action can be either:
	ǖ Buying shares (industry market price moves up).
	ǖ Selling shares (industry market price moves down).
	ǖ Playing a Fat Cat or Wolf card (if it states it must be 

played at the start of your turn).

Roll both dice.

Move your player token and finish your turn.

To win you must call “Sharenanigans” during your turn 
once you have achieved the specific goal card.

 A 1 minute timer is included for those indecisive players. A fast 
game’s a good game!

playing the game
Guide to Buying or Selling Shares
Share Blocks:  
Small= 1 share  
Medium= 10 shares  
Large= 100 shares 

To buy or sell, you must declare your actions to the table. For example:

Action one: “I want to buy 3 shares in the Health industry.” 
If the Market Price Slider for Health was on $500, you would get 3 small 



Health Share Blocks for $1500 and the Market Price Slider for Health 
would be moved to $1k.

Action two: “I want to sell 15 shares in the Energy industry.” 
If the Market Price Slider for Energy is on $10k, you would give the Broker 
15 Energy Share Blocks (or the equivalent, e.g. 5 small and 1 medium 
block), and receive $150k in cash. The Market Price Slider would move 
down to $5k. 

Each Action, you can buy or sell as many shares as you like, as long as 
they are in the same industry e.g. 25 shares in Technology - it doesn’t 
matter where your player token is.

For your second Action, again you can buy or sell as many shares as you 
like but they must be from a different industry than your first turn e.g. 5 
shares in Agriculture.

You must wait for your next turn to interact with the same industry 
again (we see you trying to day trade!)

Market Price Slider
The price shown on the Market Price 
Slider is the price required to buy 1 
share of that industry. 

When players buy shares in an industry, 
that specific industry price goes up 1 
notch (regardless of the quantity purchased).

When players sell shares in an industry, 
that specific industry price goes down 1 
notch (regardless of the quantity sold). 

These prices also change from market events 
on the board and Fat Cat / Wolf cards.



Game Board Elements

Market Events:
Market Events are any tile which causes the Market 
Price Slider to move up or down. When you land on a 
Market Event the Market Price Slider moves either 
up or down one notch for that industry, as noted by 
the ‘+’ or ‘-’ on the tile.

NOTE: The board features some real-life New 
Zealand businesses making positive impacts in 
their industries. Find out more information about 
them by scanning the QR code on the back of  
the rulebook.

Fat Cat and Wolf Cards:
Fat Cat and Wolf cards are designed to bring a bit of pizzazz and 
competition to Sharenanigans!

When you land on a Fat Cat or Wolf tile, you can  
choose to pick up a card from either pile. 

Fat Cat - gives you an unfair advantage.

Wolf - impacts another player’s game. 

Make sure you don’t show anyone this 
card until you have read the top line. This will tell you 
if it must be redeemed immediately or when the card 
tells you to do so.

Index Fund Cards:
In the Fat Cat pile, there are five Index Fund cards. 
If you pick up an Index Fund card, place the card in 
your portfolio and collect one small Share Block from 
each industry and place these on the squares shown 
on the card.

market event

Negative



Dividends are only paid to the player who lands on the tile.

No dividend1-2

3-4

5-6

Half Market Slider value

Full Market Slider value

No change1-2

3-4

5-6

Change by one

Change by two

You can sell all these shares as one Action, but they must be sold 
together, and the Index Card gets returned.

If you pick up another Index Card from the Fat Cat pile, add another 
Share Block, from each industry, to your Index Fund.

If you have an Index Fund card, every time you pass the ‘Market Opens’ 
tile you can add another Share Block from each industry to your  
Index Fund.

Be careful though, nothing is as safe as it seems…  
the Wolf is always lurking!

Dividends:
The ‘Dividends’ tile rewards you as a shareholder!  
When you land on ‘Dividends’, you nominate an industry 
you own (you’re paid based on the Market Slider) 
and then roll one die. From your roll, you receive the 
following in cash:

Market Increase or Decrease:
The ‘Market Increase’ or ‘Market Decrease’ tiles can cause changes to 
the Market Price Slider. If you land on one of these tiles, you choose an 
industry that you want to impact the price of. Roll one dice and move 
the Market Price Slider:

dividends tile



goal CARDS
Sharenanigans Goal Cards are designed to allow you to choose the 
length of your game. With two short games and two long games, 
Sharenanigans can take 20 minutes to hours! 

Each Goal Card states:
 
How to win (if you are aiming for the highest net worth, most 
cash, or largest share portfolio value)

Starting Funds

Starting Market Price Slider value 

Remember: you can’t call ‘Sharenanigans’ to win until its your turn!

Home Time
Just because we are investing in shares doesn’t mean 
we can’t buy a house! The player with $500,000 in cash 
first, is the winner. Call Sharenanigans during your turn 
to win. 

Starting Funds:   4 x $500 Market Price Slider:  $100

12 3

First to Make a Million
Time to lead the charge on shares! Once your 
Share Portfolio has a total value of $1,000,000, call 
Sharenanigans during your turn to win.

Starting Funds:   3x $5k Market Price Slider:  $500

Short Games



The Richest Wins
But it’s a big game of chicken! It is all about becoming the 
richest, but you never know what other players might be 
hiding. Once any player completes two laps around the board, 
everyone else gets one more turn, and then anybody can call 
“Sharenanigans” during their turn. But only when you think 
you have the greatest net worth (cash and shares). If you are 
wrong, you are out, and the game continues.

Retire in Luxury
Make your way around the board 3 times, then calculate 
who has the greatest total net worth (that’s cash and 
shares). Once any player completes three laps around the 
board, all players get one more turn and then the winner 
is declared.

Starting Funds:   2x $5k

Starting Funds:   3x $10k, 1x $20k

Market Price Slider:  $1k

Market Price Slider:  $5k

Long Games

Left with nothing?
Were you picked on and now have no cash or shares? Made some poor 
decisions and you’re broke? Sorry, your time playing Sharenanigans is 
over and you are out.

Dispute resolution:
If there is ever a disagreement about a player’s action or how the rules 
work, the table decides. The decision must be fair, unanimous, and made 
within a reasonable timeframe (use the 1 minute timer).



glossary

Bear Market: A period when the prices of investments are falling.

Bull Market: A period when the prices of investments are rising.

Capital Gain: The increase in value of an investment or asset over time, 
realised as profit when the investment is sold for more than its purchase price.

Day Trading: Buying and selling investments within the same day to make 
quick profits.

Diversification: Spreading your investment across different investment  
types to reduce risk.

Dividends: A payment made to shareholders..

ETF (Exchange-Traded Fund): A type of investment fund that can be  
bought and sold like an individual share. It holds a collection of assets, such 
as shares or bonds, and allows investors to diversify their portfolios with  
a single purchase.

Fat Cat: A wealthy and powerful person in business or investing.

Fund Manager: A person responsible for managing a pool of money that is 
invested in various assets.

Index Fund: A type of investment fund that follows the performance of a 
specific group of companies or market.

Inflation: The rise in the general level of prices over time, which reduces the 
purchasing power of money.

Insider Trading: Illegally buying or selling investments based on  
confidential information.

Interest: The cost of borrowing money, or the income earned from lending or 
having money in a savings accounts.



IPO (Initial Public Offering): When a company first offers its shares to  
the public.

KiwiSaver: The New Zealand superannuation scheme that helps people save 
for retirement or specific goal.

Long-Term Strategy: An investment plan focused on achieving goals over a 
longer period, usually years.

Market Decrease: When the prices of investments fall across the market.

Market Event: A significant occurrence that affects investment prices.

Market Impact: The effect of a trade on the price of an investment.

Market Increase: When the prices of investments rise across the market.

Market Opens: The time when the share market starts trading for the day.

Net Worth: The value of what you own, minus what you owe.

NZX: The main market in New Zealand where shares are bought and sold.

Share: A unit of ownership in a company.

Share Buy-Back: When a company buys its own shares back from investors.

Short-Term Strategy: An investment plan focused on achieving goals within a 
short period, usually months.

Trading: The act of buying and selling investments.

Volatility: How much and how quickly the price of an investment changes.

Wolf: A person who is aggressive or unethical in investing.



CAUTION - Choking Hazard: Game contains small parts. Keep out of reach of small children. 
Disclaimer: The game is for entertainment purposes only. Do not take anything in Sharenanigans as financial advice. 
We recommend seeking professional advice or more information before making real life investing decisions. 

scan here 
for more 
information!


